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YOUR PRESIDENT AND MY FRIEND. AL CHESSER, 

PAID ME A HIGH COMPLIMENT WHEN HE INVITED 

ME TO PLAY A SMALL ROLE IN THE CONVENTION 

OF THE UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION. : 

y \ A l ^ k y S ENJOY BEING IN THE ' 

COMPANY OF RAILROADERS--AND PARTICULARLY 

TO BE WITH THE FINE FOLKS OF THE UTU. 

OUT OF CURIOSITY. I CHECKED BACK 

ON MY SCHEDULE OF SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

DURING THE TWO -AND-A-HALF YEARS SINCE I ' 

WAS GIVEN THE HIGH HONOR OF BEING APPOINTED 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERAL MEDIATION 

AND CONCILIATION SERVICE. ' 
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I FOUND THAT OF THE 114 SPEECHES i 

HAVE DELIVERED. THERE HAS BEEN--AS BEFITS A 

MED ! A T 0 R ' - - A N EQUAL BALANCE BETWEEN THOSE 

PRESENTED TO GROUPS OF MANAGEMENT. LABOR 

AND NEUTRALS. , 

BUT ONE THING STOOD OUT. IT SEEMS 

I MAKE AN.ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE TO THE UTU--

THAT I RETURN EACH YEAR WITH THE REGULARITY 

OF THE SWALLOWS INVASION OF CAPISTRANO. 

IN 1973. I HAD THE PLEASURE OF / 

ATTENDING YOU R REG I ON' 3 CONFERENCE TO DRAW 

THE NAMES OF SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS. 
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; In 1974. I TALKED ABOUT NEW 

DEVELOPMENTS IN COLLECTI VE B ARG A I N I NG TO 

THE MEETING OF YOUR GENERAL CHAIRMEN IN 

LAS VEGAS. • ' 

{'VE HAD THE FEELING THAT AL HAS 

EITHER BEEN TESTING ME--OR GROOMING ME--

FOR MY APPEARANCE TODAY AT THE BIGGEST 

AND MOST IMPORTANT UTU EVENT. 
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IT CAN BE SAID THAT WHAT IS 

HAPPENING IN YOUR INDUSTRY IS .BECOMING 

LESS PUZZLING. MANY OF US CAN SENSE AN 

EMERGING DETERMI NAT I ON TO BRING TO OUR 

NATION A FULFILLMENT OF THE ENORMOUS 

POTENTIAL OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION. 

. IN JUST THE PAST FEW DAYS, WE HAVE 

SEEN STRONG SUPPORT BUILDING FOR A PLAN 

THAT WILL REORGANIZE THE FINANCIALLY 

DECIMATED LINES OF THE NORTHEAST. 
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WE HAVE SEEN REPORTS FROM AMTRAK 

THAT SEVEN NEW TURBINE-POWERED TRAINS 

CAPABLE OF MOVING AT 125- MILES AN HOUR 
(I 

WILL GO INTO SERVICE NEXT SUMMER. COMBINED 

WITH THAT GOOD NEWS ARE PROGRAMS TO 

UPGRADE TRACKS TO OPEN THE GATE TO A NEW 

AREA OF HIGH-SPEED RAIL TRANSPORTATION 

FOR PEOPLE, AS WELL AS GOODS. 

AMTRAK OFFICIALS LAST WEEK PREDICTED 

THAT ITS RIDERSHIP WILL DOUBLE BY 1980, AND 

SIMULTANEOUSLY ANNOUNCED THAT TWO NEW 

EXPERIMENTAL ROUTES--BOSTON TO CHICAGO AND 

WASHINGTON TO DENVER--WOULD BE OPERATING 

WITHIN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ' 
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' ' - ^ PEOPLE LIKE YOUR UTU MEMBERS 

WHO OPERATE THE RAILROADS, FOR CUSTOMERS, 

FOR INVESTORS AND SUPPLIERS, THESE ANNOUNCE­

MENTS PROVIDE NEW RAYS OF HOPE.̂  : 

ANYONE WHO GREW UP, AS I DID, IN 

A SMALL TOWN NEAR A CITY SUCH AS ATLANTA, 

WHICH WAS BORN AND THRIVED BECAUSE OF 

THE ROLLING OF IRON WHEELS, LEARNED EARLY 

THAT RAILROADS MEAN INDUSTRY, JOBS AND 

COMMU NI TY PRIDE. ' • • ' : ^ 

: EVEN IN MY BOYHOOD DAYS, WE WERE 

TAUGHT THE FIRST LESSON IN ECONOMICS--

ANY TOWN WITHOUT A RAILROAD SIDING WAS A 

TOWN THAT WASN'T GOING ANYWHERE. ' 
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THAT FUNDAMENTAL LESSON REALLY 

HASN'T CHANGED. AND BFCAUSE IT HASN'T 

CHANGED, I CAN TELL YOU THAT ANYONE WHO 

BELIEVES THE GREATNESS OF AMERICA'S RAIL­

ROADS IS BEHIND US HASN'T BEEN KEEPING UP 

WITH THE TIMES. 

NOW I'M AWARE THAT CAR LOADINGS 

ARE DOWN SOME 13 PERCENT FROM THE VOLUME 

OF A YEAR AGO. AND THAT JOBS ARE SCARCE. 

THIS IS A REFLECTION OF THE ECONOMIC DOLDRUMS 

OF THE ENTIRE NAT I 0 N--I ND EED MUCH OF THE 

WORLD. 


